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VIETIMS of domestic violence in
Rochford and Castle Point are
now a step closer to getting their
own safe haven.

Rochford District Council has
approved a scheme (o transfer
unused land, so a housing associa-
tion can build a house for families
who have fled domestic vielence.

The project, on land in Bardfield
Way and Tendring Avenue,
Rayleigh, will also provide a home
ﬁinr six people with learning difficul-
ties.

The news is a huge boost to
women who need temporary accom-
modation to escape abusive part-
ners.

Lyn Headley, manager of Basildon
Women's Refuge, which is to run the
new shelter, said: “We opened a
drop-in centre in Rochford last year.

“It is for people who just want to
be signposted for help. They may
just need one visit or more intensive
support. They may even need to go to
a

“Everyone is different, but it gives
women a chance to look at their situ-
ation and see how they can get an
with their lives.

“The accommodation will be a
progression of that.

“We are pleased the scheme is
going ahead and are very grateful to
Rochford and Castle Point councils
for their support. They have been
very good to us.”

Help at hand — the new scheme means refuge manager Lyn Headley will soon be offering a

place of safety in Rayleigh too

‘When the Rayleigh branch opens
in about 18 months., experienced
staff from the Basildon refuge will
offer support and advice to women
and also help children severely trau-
matisedby domestic violence.

Ms Headley explained: “We
vide counselling for the trauma of
domestic vielence. The effect on chil-
dren is so traumatic and so deep-root-
&d that a lot of help is needed to work
with them.”

Domestic violence unit for Rayleigh

Peter Webster said: “We have an ob.lﬁi
ation to ensure there is housing for
those in our community who need spe-
cial help — be they elderly, disabled or
vulnerable because they have experi-
enced violence,

“There are many older people in the
district who are very worried about

how they are going to continue to care
for a learning-di:
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-disabled son or daugh-
ter in the future.

“Similarly, women who have had to
flee their home because of a violent
partner — sometimes having to leave
all their possessions behind — need a
great deal of help.

“There is currently no specialist
housing of this type in the Rochfiord
and Castle Point areas and this situa-
tion cannot continue.”
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