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The Rose Revealed

Interpretation Design Report

Russell Clark Projects Limited, October 2014



act II: rising action

Traditional in theatre during the second act, ‘Rising Act II puts conservation at the heart of The Rose

Action,’ the drama introduced in Act I is complicated Playhouse story, as without it there would be no

by conflicts and obstacles designed to keep the
protagonist from reaching his or her goal.

The Rose Playhouse has weathered countless
challenges, both in the past and more recent times,
and its mere survival is a testament to the tenacity
of the site and the people who value it.

From the early 17th century, when The Rose
Playhouse was shut due to economic circumstance
and then reduced to foundation level, through
continuous development in the late 20th century
The Rose has survived although the buried
archeology is extremely fragile, and requires
constant monitoring and vigilance.
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monument. The action explains the geology of the
Thames on which The Rose, Southbank’s first
theatre, was built and the earlier history of the site.
The unstable and waterlogged nature of the ground
and the fluctuating water table underneath the site
has helped to preserve the remains, yet also dictate
that they must remain buried beneath the floor.




act V: resolution

The final act of our Elizabethan drama is an appeal
for the audience to become involved, to attend a
performance, to create a performance. It is an appeal
for the visitor to return, which today might even be
an appeal for money in the form of a membership

or a donation.

In our final act we want to enable local people to
become involved in presenting the site to the public,
fostering a sense of community ownership and
stewardship which will ensure the ongoing survival
of The Rose.

We also consider any post-visit interaction with the
site as part of this section. Evaluation and feedback
will be important to achieving success in the long
term allowing further evolution in line with the
needs of visitors and The Heritage Lottery Fund’s
expectations.




