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Officer support for the suggested changes to the building contained in the planning advice would only
go so far in making this space and the Horticulture Project for disabled/disadvantaged people, truly
accessible to all.
I therefore request the use of your and Rochford District Council’s discretionary powers to support our
attempts to make the Sutton Bridge Farm site a safe, fully accessible environment.
This extension and conservatory complement developments to date (including the respite care home
and the Hydrotherapy Pool) by providing additional multi-purpose facilities.
Please refer again to the attached proposed multi-purpose use of the extension submitted at the preplanning stage.
I would welcome any questions and/or site visits by Officers or Council Members to discuss our
proposals further if you feel it may help in the decision making process.

26th August 2016

Yours sincerely

Dear Mrs Lyons
Re:

Planning Application at Sutton Bridge Farm, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex SS4 1XS

Further to our pre-application enquiry and the advice received Ref. No. 15/00057/PREAPP, please find
enclosed our full application for planning permission.
We appreciate the ‘support in principle’ from Officers in our attempt to improve the facilities and have
tried to incorporate their recommendations in our application.

S.Fisher
Steve Fisher
Chief Executive
Hamelin Trust

We recognise that the utilisation of the existing concrete pad as a base to provide a conservatory could
be seen as a disproportionate addition to the building.
However, given the needs of our service users who have profound and multiple disabilities and the
purposes that the whole building is being developed for, we believe that they should be considered
appropriate exceptional circumstances for development within green belt land.
We are trying to establish more fully accessible space to offer an extension to the existing training and
supported employment opportunities linked to horticultural use, and to offer a venue for activities and
Carer Support Groups in Rochford and surrounding areas.
Many of our beneficiaries are very vulnerable people who require greater protection from the
elements and who use wheelchairs that are much larger than conventional wheelchairs. They have
significant extensions to foot rests/guards, head rests, and wide moulded to the individual seating to
provide appropriate support. The ‘turning circles’ of such larger wheelchairs are much greater than for
conventional wheelchairs.

Patrons: Peter Egan & The Lord Petre L.L.
A Charitable Company Registered in England and Wales No.2650043 Registered Charity No. 1004432 working to PQASSO standards
Registered Office: 19 Radford Crescent, Billericay, Essex CM12 0DU

2

